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Item(s) from Council ITEM No. 67
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Subject: Approve a resciution supporting the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the National Recreation and Park

Association in helping to advocate for and implement the new "National Agenda for Urban Parks and Recreation”.

Sponsor: Mayor Will Wynn

Co-Sponscori: Council Member Lee Leffingwell Co-Sponsor2: Council Member Brewster McCracken

Additional Backup Material
(click to open) For More Information: Rich Bailey
D Resolution
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RESOLUTION NO. 2006

WHEREAS, there are thousands of urban parks in the nation’s
communities that help to enrich the lives of Americans everyday and there are

206 Austin urban parks, 12 preserves, and 26 greenbelts that hgg_jp to enrich the
W
lives of the thousands of citizens of Austin and ‘the surrouxndmg metropolitan

P
gy

area everyday; and

WHEREAS, urban parks provide (fguntless-p_social health and

environmental benefits for the residents of the nation st\tomm"ﬁ’mties such as
171 L.
helping to reduce air pollution, protectmg commumtles from flooding, providing
5@5 1
a safe place for children to play an&}earn arﬁcii %wdmg a place for healthy

recreation, physical activity, an"aqf;gmlly gathermgs and
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WHEREAS,,%{he Ausitmr}:"a}rks and Recreation Board on behalf of the
LA

citizens of Austmahas:'glong recogm?’éd the important benefits of urban parks and

has used its best efforts‘-t %ﬁcate for ongoing investments of local parks; and

facilities in Austm ' together with our aging park infrastructure, has resulted in a
situation where our local park system has been unable to keep pace with the
tremendous costs of making the needed repairs, improvements and upgrades;

and



WHEREAS, the National Recreation and Park Association has recently
estimated that funding for local parks and recreation is predicted to fall $38

billion short of meeting basic needs over the next four years; and

WHEREAS, despite the clear and important benefits of urban parks to
the health and welfare of the nation’s commumtles,-a ‘)a ‘demoristrated need for
more funding, in recent years the federal govﬁemment yhas*'falled to provide

adequate funding for the nation’s urban parks; a%d‘ _
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WHEREAS, in May 2006, representatives of the largest urban park and

s
recreation systems in the United Statesggzgathcred togetﬁeﬁwm Chicago for an
“Urban Parks Summit” to create a r}ew natlonal wagenda for urban parks and
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recreation, and a new compact among federal ;State and local governments,

along with citizens groups, prlvate foundatlons and businesses; and
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ontinue to stimulate community and economic

2) Urban gﬁf‘"r

ust
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development;

3) Urban parks must continue to protect the environment; and
4) Urban parks must continue to educate, protect and enrich America’s

young people; and



WHEREAS, the new national urban parks and recreation agenda calls
upon the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to provide
increased federal funding for urban parks in the nation’s communities, in
exchange for a commitment from state and local governments to match the

" federal funds dollar-for-dollar; and

i e
four gu1d1ng prlncrples and a renewed commltngent by all leve 3 ﬁ ovérnment

ol g&" . ii?“yf;

k.
and ensure the countless value of urban parks for generatlons to. come; NOW,
)

THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY%CO?NCIL OE THE CITY OF AUSTIN:
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e

%recogmzes tire lnvaluable role of urban parks and

p ;%j% o
-That Caty Councﬂi%ldgyrses the new. “Natronal Agenda for Urban Parks
and Recreat?gd% > adopted, %?t the Urban Parks Summit in Chicago in May 2006,
wg:&g{ﬂl »ng
and reCOgmzes«-the%%nnea?l importance to the nation’s communities of abiding by

the four guiding principles for urban parks adopted at that Summit; and

Tilat theﬁ-City will support the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the

National Recreation and Park Association in helping to carry out a national



advocacy effort to implement the new “National Agenda for Urban Parks and

Recreation”.
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